
Reception Curriculum 2023.2024 
This is a general outline of learning in Reception each term.  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Value Justice 

 

 

Compassion 

 

Respect 

 

Reconciliation  

 

Perseverance 

 

Courage

 

 
Focus Topic Who is in my 

family?  
 

Why do leaves change 
colour?  

 

Who lives 
here? 

 

What did they 
find on a bear 

hunt?  

 

What do stories tell 
us? 

 

How to stay safe 
at the beach? 

 

Topic Name  Who is in my family? Into the Woods Who lives here? We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt! 

Tell me a story! Splish! Splash! 

Lead Text Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears  

The Gruffalo Shhhh! By Sally 
Grindley  
 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt! 
 

How to Catch a Star The Snail and the 
Whale  

T4W 
 

Write Stuff 

Fiction: 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
Magic Porridge Pot 
Three Little Pigs 
Pigs Might Fly –Write 
Stuff  
 

Fiction: 
The Gruffalo  
Where the Wild Things are 
(Write Stuff) 
Rosie’s Walk (Write Stuff)  
Little Red Riding Hood   
Stick Man  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiction:  
Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
Shhhh!  
Jack and the Jellybean 
Stalk (Write Stuff)   
 
All Aboard the 
London Bus – Write 
Stuff 
 
 
Other texts:  
Journey 

Fiction:  
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt. (Write Stuff)  
Bear Shaped (Write 
Stuff) 
Three Billy Goat’s Gruff 
The Gingerbread Man  
 
 
 
Other texts: 
On My Way Home  
 
 

Fiction: 
The Frog Prince  
The Enormous Turnip 
The Gigantic Turnip  
The Dinosaur Egg 
Mystery 
 
 
 
Other texts: 
Winnie-the-Pooh meets 
the King  
 

 Fiction:  
The Snail and the whale 
– Postcard –(Write 
Stuff) 
Rainbow Fish – (Write 
Stuff) 
 Katie Morag Delivers 
the Mail 
What the Ladybird 
heard at the Seaside 
At the beach  
 
Other texts:  
Mrs Armitage’s Wave   
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The Kiss That Missed.  

 

Physical 
progression to 
writing 

 

Stage 1: Shoulder pivot  
Stage 2a: ‘emergent’ elbow pivot 
Stage 2b: ‘proficient’ elbow pivot 
Stage 3: Wrist pivot 
Stage 4: Finger Pivot 

Phonics Bug Club  
 

Sounds Write  Sounds Write  Sounds Write  Sounds Write  Sounds Write  

Communication 
and Language 

Listening and attention - 
rules  
Listening skills Show 
interest in sounds 
Understanding -
prepositions Speaking - 
retelling events 

Listening and attention taking 
turns Understanding - 
following simple instructions  
Speaking –vocabulary 

Listening and 
attention – 
maintaining attention 
Understanding - why 
and how questions 
Speaking – storylines 
into imaginative play 

Listening and attention 
- listen and do 
Understanding - two 
part instructions 
Speaking – organising 
and sequencing talk 

Listening and attention 
– responding to stories 
Understanding - 
humour responding to 
others ideas Speaking - 
Creating and retelling 
stories 

Listening and attention 
– taking account of 
others Understanding - 
complex instructions 
Speaking - Explanations 

Mathematics Week 1-6 
Subitising 
Counting 
Composition 
Subitising 
Comparison 
Cardinality and counting 
+ WRM- Match, sort and 
compare, Measure and 
pattern, capacity  
 

Week 7-12 
Comparison 
Composition 
Composition 
Cardinality and counting 
Subitising 
Ordinality 
+ WRM- triangles, shapes 
with 4 sides, circles, 3-D 
shapes  

Week 13- 18 
Composition 
Composition 
Comparison 
Counting 
Comparison 
Composition 
+ WRM- Mass, Time 

Week 19-23 
Subitising 
Composition 
Counting, cardinality 
and ordinality 
Subitising 
Composition 
+ WRM- Visualise, 
build and map, 
measure and pattern 
 

Week 24-30 
Composition 
Comparison 
Subitising and the 
rekenrek 
Counting 
Comparison 
Pattern in number 
+ WRM- Length and 
height, capacity  

Week 30-31  + revision  
 
+ WRM- Triangles, 
shapes with 4 sides, 
circles, 3-D shapes,  

Understanding the 
world Incl. R.E. 

Computing 
Awesome Autumn 

Garlands 
Pumpkin Soup  

 

Computing 
Winter warmers 

 
 

Computing 
Junk Scarecrows 

 
 

Computing   
Rabbit Run 

Springtime Seed 

Computing 
 Summer Fun Colour  
 
 

Computing 
Journeys 
Seaside 

 
 
 

The Natural World 
All About Me / Keeping 
Healthy-Plymouth 
Science  

 

The Natural World 
Celebrations/Seasons/Colours 

-Plymouth Science  
 

The Natural World 
People Who Help Us 

 

The Natural world 
 Traditional Tales – 
Plymouth Science 
Animals – Plymouth 
Science 

 

The Natural World 
Mini-beasts and 

growing  
 

The Natural World 
Under the Sea –

Plymouth Science  
Science Week – Oceans  
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 Why do leaves change 

colour?  
Positional language walks and 

3D mapping.  

 What did they find on 
a bear hunt? 

 

 How to stay safe at the 
beach?  

Past and Present 
Who is in my family?  

Past and Present  
 

Past and Present 
Who lives in a castle 
and what are they 

for?  
Castles, Kings and 
Queens, London  

Past and Present  Past and Present 
What do stories tell us?  

Dinosaurs 
 

Past and Present  

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Family & Harvest  
Diwali Festival  

R.E. 
Creation 

Why is the word ‘God’ so 
important to Christians?  

 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Christmas celebrations Family 
customs  

R.E. 
Incarnation 

Why do Christians perform 
nativity plays at Christmas? 

 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

Chinese New Year 
 

R.E. 
Salvation 

How can we help 
others when they 
need it?  

 

People, Culture and 
Communities  

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt.  
R.E.  

Salvation 
Why do Christians put 
a cross in an Easter 
garden?  

 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

The Hajj – journey to 
Mecca 

R.E 
Incarnation 

What makes every 
single person unique 
and precious?  

 

People, Culture  and 
Communities 

Seaside locations 
 

R.E. 
Creation 

How can we care for 
our wonderful world? 

 

Expressive arts and 
design 

Art (Kapow) 
 Drawing Marvellous 

Marks 
 
 

 

Art  (Kapow) 
Nature - Nature Wreaths 
Celebration – Salt dough 

decorations 
Craft and Design- Threaded 

snowflakes  
 

Art  (Kapow) 
Painting and Mixed 
Media – Paint my 

World  
 
 

 

Art (Kapow) 
 Celebration – Egg 

threading 
 

Craft and Design  - 
Paper snakes  

 

Art (Kapow) 
Sculpture and 3D 
Creation Station 

 
 
 
 

 

Art (Kapow) 
Seasonal crafts- Salt 

painting  
Craft and Design – 

Tissue Paper flowers  
 

Seasonal crafts – petal 
mandala suncatchers 

DT (Kapow) 
Kapow- Pumpkin Soup 
 

 

DT (Kapow) 
Kapow – Santa Chimney pop 

up cards 
 

DT (Kapow) 
Junk Modelling – 

shields 
 

DT (Kapow) 
Kapow  

Easter Egg Hanging 
Decoration  

 

DT (Kapow) 
Kapow – Bookmarks 

 

DT (Kapow) 
Kapow – boats (Pirate 

ships) 
 

Woodwork Progression   
 

Sanding  

Woodwork  
 

Hammering  

Woodwork 
 
 

Woodwork Woodwork Woodwork 
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Music   

Celebration Music 
(Kapow) 

 

Music 
Nativity Songs 

 

Music  
Exploring Sound 

(Kapow) 
 

Music 
Music and Movement 
(Kapow) 

 

Music 
Musical Stories (Kapow) 

 

Music 
Big Band (Kapow) 

Dance Unit 1   Dance Unit 2   

PSHCE All about me What makes me special? Me and my special 
people. 

Who can help me? My Feelings My Feelings (2) 

Physical 
Development 

Physical progression to 
writing 

Stage 1: Shoulder pivot  
Stage 2a: ‘emergent’ 
elbow pivot 
Stage 2b: ‘proficient’ 
elbow pivot 
Stage 3: Wrist pivot 
Stage 4: Finger Pivot  
 

PE sessions 
Body Management Unit 
1  
Dance Unit 1  

Physical progression to 
writing 

Stage 1: Shoulder pivot  
Stage 2a: ‘emergent’ elbow 
pivot 
Stage 2b: ‘proficient’ elbow 
pivot 
Stage 3: Wrist pivot 
Stage 4: Finger Pivot 
 

PE Sessions 
Manipulation and 
Coordination Unit 1  
Gymnastics Unit 1  

Physical progression 
to writing 

Stage 2b: ‘proficient’ 
elbow pivot 
Stage 3: Wrist pivot 
Stage 4: Finger Pivot 

PE Sessions 
 

Speed Agility Unit 1 
 
Cooperate and solve 
problems Unit 1  
 

Physical progression 
to writing 

Stage 3: Wrist pivot 
Stage 4: Finger Pivot 
 
 

PE Sessions 
Dance Unit 2  
 
Body Management 
Unit 2  

Physical progression to 
writing 

Stage 4: Finger Pivot 
 
 
 

PE Sessions 
 

Manipulation and 
Coordination Unit 2  
 
Gymnastics Unit 2 
 
  

Physical progression to 
writing 

Stage 4: Finger Pivot 
 
 
 

PE Sessions 
 Speed Agility Unit 2  
 
Cooperate and solve 
problems Unit 2  
 
 

Blended Learning 
Tasks to be 
introduced  

 Physical Maths Creative Understanding of the 
World 

Writing  

 


